DATE: July 22, 2022
TO: Mayor and Council
FROM: Ryan Mahoney, Town Manager
RE: Weekly Update
CC: Department Heads
The Town has been asked by Ruedi Water and Power Authority to spill some our water in Ruedi
Reservoir to help with the Frying Pan stream health. It would help with the water temperature which
will provide an overall benefit for stream health. This water would spill for about a week in advance of
the Cameo call that will come at the beginning of August. The goal will be to increase the flow in the
river by 50 CFS.
The track renovation at Basalt High School has begun. The Town contributed to the reconstruction as
part of an agreement with the district that dates to the original construction of the track. It should be
completed by the beginning of the school year.
Police
With our budget season upon us, we continue to work on items identified as beneficial for our Police
Department.
Officer Clayton is away at a training class for Designated Marksman. This class is advanced training with
a patrol rifle for incidents of greater distance.
We have set two dates in August for our staff to attend an Active Harmer training course at the Basalt
High School. This will train staff on proper techniques when responding to active harmer incidents.
Last Thursday, Chief Knott and Lieutenant Munch attended a Law Enforcement Roundtable presented
by CIRSA. Many important topics were covered by an attorney who represents Law Enforcement
personnel.
We now have two people going through our background investigation process to be hired at Police
Officers. If they pass the investigation, they will attend the CLETA academy starting in August. We have
also received applications for our open Sergeant position, hoping to hold a testing soon.
National Night Out is planned for Tuesday, August 2, from 5pm to 8pm, at Triangle Park in Willits. Hope
to see everyone there!
Planning
Basalt Center Circle (BCC) Application – The Applicant has submitted a final plan application and Staff
referred it out to the Town’s referral agencies for review. The Planning and Zoning Commission completed
their review of the BCC Final Plan Application. Town Council provided their initial review and continued
the public hearing to July 26th. The Applicant has worked on adjustments to the Application based on the
Town Council’s comments provided at the July 12th meeting.

Basalt River Park Improvements – The architects on the bandshell continue to work on the designs for
those elements of the park. The bandshell design is being finalized. The bus shelter/restroom facility is
out for bid and bids for construction are due in mid-August. Work on Phase II of the Basalt River Park by
RMCL is well underway. RMCL has installed the irrigation and planted a good portion of the trees that
have been delivered in the plaza area. RMCL is working on preparing the great lawn for sod by scarifying
the ground and placing topsoil.

Midland Avenue Streetscape Project – the Design Team and Town staff, have been moving the Midland
Avenue Streetscape Project forward. The Design Team has been meeting with various stakeholder groups,
and the owners/managers of the properties along Midland to gain their input. The Design Team has
formulated conceptual plans which were presented to POST, P&Z and Council. The Town posted an RFP
for Owners Representative Services and Town Council approved a contract with Wember Inc. at the July
12th meeting. Staff and the Design Team held a meeting at Town Hall on July 22nd to obtain more input
from owners/managers of properties along Midland Avenue and will hold another July 27th. A joint
meeting with the P&Z/Town Council will be held in August to discuss a preferred plan.
Green Initiatives and the Town of Basalt Photovoltaic and Energy Storage Project –Staff and McKinstry
continue to work with Holy Cross Energy, the school district, CORE and members of the Green Team on
the project. McKinstry has provided a cost/benefit analysis on a handful of sites for review. McKinstry
made a presentation to staff and representatives of the School District to discuss preferred options, the
preferred options are now being developed to a 30% design level in preparation for seeking grant funding
for the project.
Other Basalt Forward 2030 Support – Town Planning Staff also provided support to the Manager for the
Basalt Forward 2030 projects.
Mid-Valley Center Lot 4 –Town Staff and Gould are moving forward with permitting of the building. The
building has been ordered, potholing and utility connections are underway.
Basalt River Park Development LLC – A full building permit was issued on the Gallery Building which
includes commercial, apartments, and the affordable housing units.
Development Review/Applications – Staff also spent time on responding to administrative reviews,
complaints and working on land use applications and building permits.

Willits PUD Amendment Application- The Planning and Zoning Commission reviewed an application for
a PUD Amendment to permit a retail marijuana store in the Willits General Store Building and made a
recommendation to the Town Council. The Willits PUD Amendment application is scheduled for initial
review by the Council in late July.
Basalt Early Childhood Coalition – Discussion items included a plan for the Quality Improvement funding
that will bring together childcare professionals from all area centers for a discussion on best practices and
showcase area centers. Staff also met with a regional group, including representatives from Pitkin County,
City of Aspen, Rocky Mountain Early Childhood Coalition, and Manaus to discuss overarching goals,
challenges, and possible ways to leverage resources. The group will reconvene next month.
Special Events – The annual National Night Out is scheduled this year for Tuesday, August 2nd at Triangle
Park in Willits. The Community Recycling Event will take place on Saturday, July 30th at the high school
from 9am – 1pm, and is intended for Basalt area residents, free of charge.
Water Utility Master Plan – Town staff issued an RFP for the development of a Basalt Water Utility Master
Plan which will serve to inform the planning of capital improvements, operations and maintenance, and
rate increases that may be necessary to help fund the water enterprise. Proposals are due August 10th.
Linear Park Irrigation – Town staff held a pre-bid meeting for the rebuilding of the Linear Park irrigation
system, from an existing supply point of connection, including all pipe, valves, sprinkler components, wires
and control clock. Bids for this project are due on July 29th.
Finance
Staff Fun in the Sun Picnic – The employee picnic was today at Lion’s Park. There was excellent food,
prepared by Basalt’s very own Public Works Director Boyd and his team – THANK YOU Boyd and public
works for your work putting this together! We gave out prizes and had a few fun games. It was really
great to be able to take time to enjoy each other in a fun setting.

2023 Budget – Department heads are continuing to compile their budget information, which is due to
Finance by August 31. I have prepared a draft revenue estimate with input from various departments,

which we will continue to refine prior to the first draft being submitted to Council publicly the first
meeting in October.
Public Works
The Streets short line striping is about 95 % done as of today with the completion of the Southside
neighborhood this week. We are sweeping the roads and mowing right of ways daily right now. We
finished installing the rest of the POST requested “Dog Leash Area” signs around the parks and trails.
The crew changed out approximately 10 signs that were not meeting the MUTCD reflectivity
requirements or were damaged by vehicles this week. We repaired the overhead power line going to
the flashing beacon Emma Curve signs on Two rivers that we found severed and laying on the ground
from an unknown event. After multiple discussions with Holy Cross that power line and poles that
support that wire are considered a private service line and are up to the Town to maintain and repair.
We had a casket burial up at the cemetery and multiple departments pitched in to help get that done to
meet the family's timeline.
Western Slope Fencing started the fencing project this week at the cemetery. We prepped the area
around the fence a few weeks ago by using a loader, skid steer, and backhoe to haul off the dirt and rock
that slid down the steep hill over the years behind the fence. In preparation for this project, we also
budgeted for and had a survey of the entire property done in 2021 to verify the property lines, make
alignment adjustments, and keep as documentation in case of a dispute with the adjacent landowner.
The new fence has 8’ heavy duty treated wood posts that are now set in concrete. We also added
additional bracing where the fence changes direction and shortened the post span to make sure it keeps
its integrity for the life of the materials.
The foundation permit at the Public Works West facility was issued this week and Gould has about half
of the foundation area and the utility runs excavated.
Parks and facilities focused on replacing warped, cracked, and weathered railings and posts on the
elevated boardwalk that runs over the wetland areas at Midland and Old Pond Parks. As they complete
those repairs they are then adjusting and tightening up the cables that serve as the fall protection
between the rails and walkway. They also made a very high priority irrigation repair to the spin filter at
Old Pond Park which feeds water to the irrigation for River Park, Old Pond Park, RMI, and the
Conservancy. They were able to get the system up and running again quickly enough so that no
vegetation or plantings were lost.
All departments are spending time reaching out and meeting with contractors and suppliers to get
estimates and advice on how to budget for the 2023 CIP projects if prices continue to rise.

