DATE: April 22, 2022
TO: Mayor and Council
FROM: Ryan Mahoney, Town Manager
RE: Weekly Update
CC: Department Heads
I am pleased to report that our new Recreation Director, Matt Koenigsknecht, started today. He is
working part time until May 27th when he will start his full-time duties. Matt has been employed with
the Roaring Fork School District for the last several years as a principal and classroom teacher. We are
very excited to have him as part of the Basalt team.
In addition to Matt K, we also had our new Aquatics Manager start today. His name is Matt Bates and
while not working for the Town, Matt is a ski instructor and surf instructor. We are grateful to have his
join the team as well and are looking forward to a fun summer at the pool.

The prescribed burn that many people likely saw yesterday was successful, burning
approximately 500 acres at the Taylor creek project area. As normally occurs for prescribed fire
projects, BLM and USFS engines and monitoring crews stayed in the area late into the evening
watching fire activity die down and they will be doing the same today and this evening. You
may see some occasional smoke over the project area, which is to be expected as daytime
humidity drops, temperature rises, and sun shines on any remaining hotspots remaining in the
interior of the burned area.

Police
Our department along with Roaring Fork Fire Rescue, Colorado State Patrol, Eagle and Pitkin County
Sheriff’s Offices, the Pitkin County Corner and Classic Air Medical conducted a mock driving under the
influence traffic crash demonstration at the Basalt High School. All high school students and staff
attended the demonstration to see the potential devastating effects of driving while impaired. Thank
you to School Resource Officer Jason Hegberg for coordinating this event and to our high school role
players. A video of the demonstration can be seen on our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/BasaltPolice

In 2022 we continue our support and participate with the Battlement to the Bells Anti-Trafficking Task
Force (BATT). BATT is a task force that provides community education and law enforcement support to
combat exploitation and trafficking of children and vulnerable people. I am pleased to announce that
Corporal Thomas Wright is now a board member for the task force.
It was busy week preplanning events and future construction projects in town. We met with Ride the
Rockies coordinators to plan for the June 13th and 14th event. We also met with staff from Pitkin County
to plan for the summer whitewater park construction and the Midland Avenue Streetscape team.
We assisted with the Basalt Elementary School Earth Day Parade to Lions Park. Mayor Pro Tempore
David Knight read an Earth Day Proclamation to the students.

Public Works
Public Works assisted the Basalt Police Department with a couple of events this week. We delivered
traffic cones to the high school to mark the perimeter for the mock DUI simulation. Public Works also
assisted with traffic control to get the elementary school kids to an Earth Day festivity. We also put a
variable message board (VMB) on the Frying Pan Road to let people know about a prescribed burn the
Forest Service was conducting.
Public Works helped the town hall staff start staging some items in anticipation of the kitchen remodel
starting soon. We moved appliances, picked up counter tops and paint. Public works will do the
demolition and paint.
The crack sealing contractor is in town doing annual maintenance on the streets. We have put the kids
chairs back in the Gisella Park. Tree trimming continues.
Public Works Forestry Department and Peak tree trimming is conducting a tree planting in honor of
Arbor Day. Members of the community will be assisting with the planting under guidance and therefore
learning the essentials of proper tree planting. Public Works had three staff members attend a Western
Colorado Public Works conference this week in Grand Junction. It is an opportunity to learn about new
products and techniques.
Planning
Basalt Center Circle Application – The Applicant has submitted a final plan application and Staff has
referred it out to the Town’s referral agencies for review.
Basalt River Park Improvements – Walters Inc. has continued work on Phase I of Basalt River Park. They
have completed final grading, constructed the wall elements, and finalized the winterization of the site.

The architects on the bandshell, misting feature, and bus station/restroom continue to work on the
designs for those elements of the park. POST reviewed the draft designs for the bandshell, misting
feature, and bus shelter/restroom and provided feedback at their meeting on March 23rd. Staff put out
an RFP for the Phase II installation and bids were due on March 30st. Four (4) bids were received. Town
Council approved a contract with Rocky Mountain Custom Landscapes at the April 12th meeting. A kickoff
meeting with Rocky Mountain Custom Landscapes occurred this past Friday.
Midland Avenue Streetscape Project –Staff is meeting weekly with Connect One Design and StutsmanGerbaz. The design team met with BPAC on April 7th to gain comments on the project. There was a popup booth seeking public input located on Codger’s Corner two weeks ago. The design team held a three
day charrette this week and met with a variety of stakeholders in conducting the charette. A community
survey has also been posted on the website to gain further input from the community on the project.
Town of Basalt Photovoltaic and Energy Storage Project –McKinstry conducted site visits of the potential
sites on March 16th. Staff and McKinstry continue to work with Holy Cross Energy, the school district,
CORE and members of the Green Team on the project.
Other Basalt Forward 2030 Support – Town Planning Staff also provided support to the Manager for the
Basalt Forward 2030 projects.
Mid-Valley Center Lot 4 – Phase 1A of the Project has been completed, and the landscaping has been
installed. Town Staff and Gould are moving forward with final design of the foundation and building.
Basalt River Park Development LLC – A full building permit was issued on the Gallery Building which
includes commercial, apartments, and the affordable housing units.
BACH – The BACH Commission had a continued discussion with Michael Lipkin and the development team
for Sopris Meadows Parcel 5. BACH continued their review to April 28th.
Development Review/Applications – Staff also spent time on responding to administrative reviews,
complaints and working on land use applications and building permits.
144 Midland Building Color Change – Town Staff received notice from the owner of the Kelly Building at
144 Midland Avenue that they plan to change the color of the building to a gray color. Town Staff notes
that the Town does not regulate color of buildings in the Town Code.
Finance
Financial Audit – McMahan & Associates, CPAs, completed the audit fieldwork for the Town’s 2021
financial audit last week. No audit entries were discovered at this time, and the Town’s financial
statements are clean and correctly stated, which gives confidence in the numbers reported in financial
information presented to Council. The next step in the audit is for the auditors to draft the financial
statements, which Staff will assist with gathering information and answering questions. Additionally, I
compile the statistical information in the audit.
Finance Advisory Board – The Finance Advisory Board (FAB) met on Wednesday. FAB discussed many
items, including pre-audit actual preliminary results, the supplemental budget to be presented to
Council April 26, an investment advisory proposal from Ehler’s, and February and March Sales Tax
reports. FAB also interviewed a new FAB candidate – Eric Thiele – and is making a recommendation to

Council to approve him for appointment to FAB for a three-year term. Eric comes with a lot of
experience as an attorney, and has a familiarity with financial information as a part of that work.
Investment advisory proposal – Ehler’s, the company that the Town currently works with as a financial
consultant and for Certificate of Participation and bond transactions, has provided the Town a proposal
to provide investment services. These services would give the Town the option to invest in specific
securities that are allowed within the Town’s investment policy at a higher interest rate than can be
currently garnered with ColoTrust or at a bank. If the proposal is approved, the team at Ehler’s would
review the Town’s current cash available and cashflow needs and will provide recommendations and
specific investments to fit with those needs, in order to maximize interest earnings. This hands-on
approach is helpful to garner additional funding, as well as to mitigate the impacts of inflation. More
information on this topic will be forthcoming shortly.

