DATE: October 29, 2021
TO: Mayor and Council
FROM: Ryan Mahoney, Town Manager
RE: Weekly Update
CC: Department Heads
Staff has been busy getting ready for the winter season. The projects, including Swinging Bridge water
line, phase one of Basalt River Park and phase one of the public works facility improvements are nearing
completion. The paving for the public works facility will happen next week and one pavement patch in
the intersection of Two Rivers Road and Cottonwood Avenue will also be completed.
The projects with additional phases anticipated for next spring will be winterized and ready to go for the
2022 construction season.
Town staff met with an HOA representative from Willits Bend to discuss pedestrian access between that
property and the new public works property.
Police
The police department received a $7635 grant from the State of Colorado Division of Homeland Security
and Emergency Management. This grant was award to implement and begin our participation with the
Colorado Information Sharing Consortium (CISC). The grant pays for all setup and software costs to
participate. The CISC system links law enforcement record management systems, across the state, to
share information and assist in criminal investigations.
5th Judicial District Deputy District Attorney Daniel Steinhauser, our School Resource Officer and
Lieutenant attended Basalt High School civics classes and school assembly to speak with students.
Topics covered were “Legal Considerations for High School Students” and “The District Attorney’s Role
in the Juvenile Justice System”.
All officers have attended our fourth quarter Roaring Fork Regional Range program. This quarter
officers participated in four hours of state mandated driving training and four hours of night shooting at
the range.
The Pitkin County face covering order is still in effect. Information regarding the Pitkin County Order can
be found at: https://covid19.pitkincounty.com/mask-recommendations/
Individuals wishing to submit complaints, regarding non-compliance with the Order, can visit the
following webpage to advise Pitkin County Public Health:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFSoQvz0ko4tjKbg2tCvlWvxBOk2ejfM_vRbAhDkwYj_cEg/viewform

Planning
Basalt Center Circle Application – The Town Council provided direction to the Applicant on its revised
proposal at its October 26, 2021 meeting. The Public Hearing was continued to November 9th to review
the Applicant’s response and revised conditions.
Lot J, Basalt Commercial Park – BACH and POST reviewed the application and made recommendations
on the application which were forwarded onto the P&Z. The P&Z held a site visit and a public hearing at
its meeting on October 5th. The P&Z recommended approval with some revised conditions. Staff is
scheduling the Council’s consideration starting at the Council’s November 9th meeting.
Basalt River Park Development – There is a page on the Town’s website that provides some further detail
on each of the construction projects that are underway, along with their general schedule:
https://www.basalt.net/629/Current-Construction-Projects
Basalt River Park Improvements – Walters Inc. has continued work on Phase I of Basalt River Park. The
contractor has completed the concrete work in the park. Next week the contractor will begin building the
stacked rock wall, bring the site to final grade, and place mulch and tackifier to winterize the site.

Swinging Bridge Waterline –The contractor, in coordination with the Basalt Sanitation District
completed a sewer line repair this week. The contractor will focus on finish work next week and will be
paving Two Rivers Road where the sewer work occurred.

Two Rivers Road Improvements – Work continued this week on the Two Rivers Road improvements. The
focus of the work has been on paving. This weekend and next week traffic through the site will be
controlled by temporary traffic lights as the concrete crosswalks are poured and cure.

Mid-Valley Center Lot 4 – The contractor has completed the sewer and water utility connections at the
site. Paving will occur next week as well as fiber utility installation and paving of the access road.

Development Review/Applications – Staff also spent time on responding to administrative reviews,
complaints and working on land use applications.
Special Events – The Annual Turkey Trot will take place on Thanksgiving Day. Staff is processing an
application for an astronomy night event hosted by the Basalt Library at Midland Park.
Real Estate Broker RFP – The RFP for Real Estate broker services closes next Wednesday. The Broker
would be hired by the Town to help finds locations for affordable housing. The selected broker could also
help with other transactions such as finding a site for a future police station. The RFP was published in
the newspaper and provided to the office managers/administrators of Basalt Real Estate firms. Two
brokers responded to the RFP. Staff will interview the two brokers who submitted proposals. The contract
with the recommended broker is scheduled to be on the Council’s November 9th agenda.
Basalt Leaf Drop – This weekend’s leaf drop is the third out of five and will be held at Arbaney Park from
9am – 5pm. Details are included on the Town’s webpage under “Basalt News”. Our contract with
EverGreen ZeroWaste increases the capacity to handle brush and sticks. Due to the increase in capacity,
there is no limit on the size of the branches. They just have to fit in the pull off. With this upgrade we are
encouraging folks to bring their fire mitigation debris.
Basalt Early Childhood Coalition – The Childcare Needs Survey has closed. Staff’s initial review indicates
infant care as something respondents found lacking in the area, as well as difficulty finding space overall.
Staff will continue to work to compile the results into digestible pieces for discussion. The results will also
be used to inform a wider regional discussion, as the Town of Snowmass Village, City of Aspen and a small
sector of Garfield County also distributed similar surveys this year.
NWCCOG – The group reviewed the financials from the third quarter, approved a 2022 meeting schedule,
discussed the 2022 budget, and adopted the 2022 Program Goals and Objectives. Members provided
updates regarding a non-profit center related to social health determinates in Breckenridge and a possible
childcare center.
BACH – The BACH Commission finalized its recommendations regarding criteria to be used by the Special
Housing Evaluation Committee (SHEC) when evaluating requests related to individual waivers of the
affordable housing tenant qualification requirements. BACH also discussed projects for its 2022 work
plan, recognizing that more will be known after the election next week. Lastly, BACH began a discussion
on potential code updates and recommendations that they will consider in preparation for a worksession
with Council.
POST – POST met on Wednesday with Jacob Baker from the Roaring Fork Outdoor Volunteers (RFOV).
POST was very impressed with what had been accomplished in 2021 and looks forward to the efforts in
2022. Most of the meeting was spent brainstorming about trail and sidewalk connections from Downtown
Basalt to Basalt Mountain in terms of what improvements were needed, mapping and wayfinding. This
was an introductory meeting, and it was recognized that RFOV Staff would meet with Town Staff and to
bring back more discussion with POST after the new year.
Public Works
Public Works sent staff to attend the annual Snowplow Meeting at the Aspen Airport. The group is made
up of town, county, state, school district and RFTA representatives. It is a good opportunity to meet
people, exchange ideas and talk about the challenges facing each agency. As you can imagine, staffing
and supplies are the two areas that are proving most challenging this winter. One agency that usually

has a staff of ten employees are down to two. Another entity stated they are mostly staffed but with a
crew that has never plowed snow before, and it takes two seasons to have someone trained to know
where to go and how to plow. The other big challenge is acquiring parts for existing equipment and
replacing worn out equipment. All the entities agreed that if a vital piece of their fleet or equipment
went down it could be down for a long time. The only answer in some cases was that it will take longer
to get certain routes plowed and due to the challenges facing snow plowing this winter, some roads
might not get plowed at all.
Public Works, in continuing preparation for winter, has worked with the Police Department to get
proper wiper blades and windshield washer fluid for their fleet. We have also put tires on fleet vehicles
that needed replacement and had a new sander wired onto an existing plow truck this week. Also, we
will be taking the bucket truck in to have some repair done that was recommended per an inspection.
Public Works is helping to further winterize the pool for the season. The Parks Department is working
with the Basalt River Park contractor to finish installing irrigation.
The Street Department removed the concrete barricades (PIGS) from the parking areas in front of
restaurants this week. The pigs are staged temporarily until we move them to different areas for further
use.

