DATE: October 22, 2021
TO: Mayor and Council
FROM: Ryan Mahoney, Town Manager
RE: Weekly Update
CC: Department Heads
Police
We are pleased to announce that Officer Isabel Leach-Herrera has successfully completed our three
month field training program and is now working solo. Isabel came to us with 2 years prior law
enforcement experience. She is also fluent in Spanish. When you see Isabel please congratulate her for
joining our team!
We assisted with school district mandated fire drill and lockdown drills at the middle and high schools.
School staff and students did a great job following our emergency operations plan.
The police department received an $833 grant from the U.S. Department of Justice. This grant
reimburses the town for one-half the cost of bullet resistant vests for our police officers. Under this
grant, the police department has received $11,868 in funding since 2014.
The Pitkin County face covering order is still in effect. Information regarding the Pitkin County Order can
be found at: https://covid19.pitkincounty.com/mask-recommendations/
Individuals wishing to submit complaints, regarding non-compliance with the Order, can visit the
following webpage to advise Pitkin County Public Health:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFSoQvz0ko4tjKbg2tCvlWvxBOk2ejfM_vRbAhDkwYj_cEg/viewform
Planning
Basalt Center Circle Application – The Town Council will resume its review of the Basalt Center Circle
Application at its October 26, 2021 meeting. The Applicants have revised their plans to increase the
amount of affordable housing, reduce the massing and increase the western motif.
Lot J, Basalt Commercial Park – BACH and POST reviewed the application and made recommendations
on the application which were forwarded onto the P&Z. The P&Z held a site visit and a public hearing at
its meeting on October 5th. The P&Z recommended approval with some revised conditions. Staff is
scheduling the Council’s consideration starting at the Council’s November 9th meeting.
Basalt River Park Development – There is a page on the Town’s website that provides some further detail
on each of the construction projects that are underway, along with their general schedule:
https://www.basalt.net/629/Current-Construction-Projects
Basalt River Park Improvements – Walters Inc. has continued work on Phase I of Basalt River Park. The
contractor has completed the utility work and continued forming and pouring concrete, concrete work in
the park is nearly complete. The Contractor will be removing the sidewalk between the park and Midland

Avenue and replacing the sidewalk early next week. This will be the final concrete pour, and then the
contractor will transition to bringing the site to final grade for this phase and placing mulch and tackifier
to winterize the site.

Swinging Bridge Waterline – The contractor has completed the installation of the watermain down
Swinging Bridge Lane. Paving occurred on Thursday and Friday this week. The contractor will focus on
finish work next week and as part of the project a sewer line repair will occur next week in the
intersection of Two Rivers Rd and Cottonwood, there may be some traffic delays as this work occurs.

Two Rivers Road Improvements – Work continued this week on the Two Rivers Road improvements. The
focus of the work has been on forming and pouring the sidewalk, curb and gutter, and preparation for
paving. Paving will occur on Saturday, Sunday, and Monday. Next week the traffic through the site will be
controlled by temporary traffic lights as the concrete crosswalks are poured and cure.

Mid-Valley Center Lot 4 – The contractor has completed the sewer and water utility connections at the
site. Paving will occur next week as well as fiber utility installation and paving of the access road.

Development Review/Applications – Staff also spent time on responding to administrative reviews,
complaints and working on land use applications.
East Entrance Sign – Just days after the sign was completed a motorist crashed into the sign. Staff is having
an estimate of the damage. The Chamber Sign Committee will be working on sign lighting and landscaping
design for the sign in the coming months.
Special Events – On October 16th the Aspen Valley Marathon held its marathon, half marathon, and 5K
races this year, finishing in Basalt. There were no medical calls this year. Organizers attribute most of that
to the cooler weather so they may look at a spring or fall event next year. Staff is processing an application
for the Turkey Trot which takes place on Thanksgiving.
Real Estate Broker RFP – The RFP for Real Estate broker services closes next Wednesday. The Broker
would be hired by the Town to help finds locations for affordable housing. The selected broker could also
help with other transactions such as finding a site for a future police station. The RFP was published in
the newspaper and provided to the office managers/administrators of Basalt Real Estate firms.
Basalt Leaf Drop – The popular yearly leaf drop has been scheduled for 5 weekends. The first one was
held last weekend. This week’s leaf drop (October 23 and 24) is at the Rugby field . Details are included
on the Town’s webpage under “Basalt News”. Our contract with EverGreen ZeroWaste increases the
capacity to handle brush and sticks. Due to the increase in capacity there is no limit on the size of the
branches. They just have to fit in the pull off. With this upgrade we are encouraging folks to bring their
fire mitigation debris.
Green Team – The Green Team discussed pursuing a grant program that will enable homeowners to
retrofit their homes in ways that will help the Town move toward its goal of beneficial electrification and
ultimately net zero. More discussion is planned to work through how to handle such things as multi-family
residences and battery storage. The Green Team also discussed equity and carbon reduction goals in
relation to retrofits of mobile homes, and the project of fuel switching from propane in Dotsero.
Staff attended a virtual Mountain Region Beneficial Electrification meeting where a presentation was
given by NWCCOG on the mobile home fuel-switching project in Dotsero. The project is a partnership

between NWCCOG, Eagle County, and Holy Cross with funding from the CO Energy Office among other
sources. Not only does this include changing the mobile homes from propane, but it also involved electric
upgrades, installation of induction ranges and cookware, and heat pump water heaters. Each retrofit is
estimated to cost $20,000. Five homes have been retrofitted thus far, with 10 more approved.
The Eagle County Climate Action Collaborative had its first official board meeting which was attended by
Staff and Councilor Hottel. The board elected a Chair (Sarah Smith Hymes of Avon) and Vice Chair (Kim
Langmaid of Vail) to oversee the board through the end of the year. Budget was discussed for 2022 with
a question of how to continue to include non-governmental supporters who have historically attended
Collaborative meetings and worked toward climate action goals. The Board also discussed policies,
projects and programs that could be acted upon regionally to support the Collaborative’s goals.
Staff and Councilor Hottel attended a virtual retreat for CC4CA that took place over two days where the
main discussion centered around adopting three- to five-year policy goals in specific focus areas.
Basalt Early Childhood Coalition – The Basalt Childcare Coalition met on October 19th and discussed
several items including the advancement of a child-development facility on Parcel 2E of Sopris Meadows
and at Stott’s Mill. The Coalition also talked about the structure of the Coalition. The finance committee
met to review the financial aid applications for the final period of 2021. The Childcare Needs Survey was
concluded on Monday, October 18th. Staff is now compiling the results. Staff sent out an RFP for
developing conceptual architectural plans for an early childhood development center on Parcel 2E in
Willits.
Finance
Employee Open Enrollment – The Town’s open enrollment for health insurance, retirement, and
supplemental insurance runs through November 11. Thus far, open enrollment has gone well.
Employees are provided time to talk through their options with American Fidelity, Equitable, and
Jenny. A special THANK YOU to Jenny Aragon for all of her efforts working with employees through
open enrollment!
Basalt Forward 2030 – As election day draws closer, Ryan and I work with the Town’s financial advisor
and attorneys to put together a potential financing direction to pursue should the voter’s pass the
election. If the election does pass, we will put forth a recommendation for a bond financing structure,
and related legal paperwork, to be presented at the November 9 Council meeting. The bonds, which
finance the projects, are slated to be sold and close sometime during December and January. Should
the election pass, the Town will be rated by a financial rating agency for the first time since 2013.
Capital Projects – The Planning Department, Ryan, and I continue to meet weekly with Phil Vaughan
from Phil Vaughan construction. We continue to work on planning for various projects that are included
in the Town’s Draft 2022 budget. Jeff Conklin and Phil Vaughan have helped to improve on the Town’s
Request for Proposal (RFP) document that will be used for various upcoming projects. The improved
document will make the RFP easier to read for those who are submitting a response to the RFP and for
Staff.
Finance Advisory Board – The Finance Advisory Board (FAB) met on Wednesday of this week to review
the budget. The Finance Advisory Board’s input has helped with the creation of the budget document
format. FAB had many good questions regarding the budget. FAB’s next meeting will focus on the
discussion of potential fee changes, including the water fee increase of 7.5% for 2022 that has been
discussed with Council as a part of the 2022 Draft Budget presentation.

Recreation
Recreation League Youth Basketball registration will open on Monday Oct. 25th. Our first practices will
start Nov. 29th. Our first league games will start the week of January 4th. Basalt will utilize both Basalt
Elementary and Basalt Middle schools for these offerings.
Staff have been working with Rudd Construction to wrap up the final pieces of the Arbaney Pool Project.
Public Works staff removed the summer sun shades this week. A pool service company is scheduled to
winterize the robot pool this next week. The lap pool will remain full of water all winter to assist in the
new plaster adhering to its shell. The winter safety cover will be used to cover it. Staff is hopeful to have
the pool seasonally wrapped up before the end of this month.

