DATE: September 10, 2021
TO: Mayor and Council
FROM: Ryan Mahoney, Town Manager
RE: Weekly Update
CC: Department Heads
Town staff has been working on the 2022 budget with department heads and staff. We continue to
make progress on individual department budgets and should have those completed by next week.
There are several projects related to capital improvements in both the general and water funds. Staff
will be recommending an increase in the water fund by 7.5% for 2022. The water enterprise is
supported 100% by user fees. The expenses associated with maintenance of the infrastructure
continues to increase and is outpacing our ability to keep up with the needed improvements. We hope
to make smaller increases in the future but at a minimum we would recommend maintaining a standard
increase to keep up with inflation.
Town staff received word that the Pitkin County will be instituting an indoor mask mandate sometime
next week. They will have certain metrics associated with the mandate but those are still being
determined by the public health staff.
The Town Manager and Town Engineer met with the engineering team who helped work on the
Emergency Watershed Protection projects after the Lake Christine Fire. Three separate stormwater
pollution permits were needed for the various projects and the purpose of the meeting was to field
verify the regrowth of vegetation in the disturbed areas. We will have a few areas to re-seed but will be
able to close out one permit completely and partial areas for the remaining two permits.
Police
School Resource Officer Jason Hegberg and other staff assisted the middle school with a full school
evacuation drill. School employees and students did a great job evacuating the school quickly and
within the guidelines of our emergency operations plan.
Chief Greg Knott attended the quarterly Basalt Emergency Management Committee meeting.
Representatives from Roaring Fork Fire Rescue, American Red Cross, Eagle County Emergency
Management, Basalt Town Council and three community members attended.
We are identifying dates and instructors for our upcoming Community Police Academy. Barring no
future COVID restrictions, the academy will start later this fall. Stay tuned for more information.
All officers are attending third quarter Roaring Fork Regional training. This quarter we are using
scenario based topics to train on officer safety, verbal communication and de-escalation techniques.
Corporal Thomas Wright and Administrative Assistant Dina Prieto attended a Battlement to the Bells
Anti-Trafficking Task Force meeting. The police department has been part of this task force since its
inception. The group met with local mental health professionals to discuss the importance of their
identification of trafficked victims.

Public Works
The water department has been busy assisting the contractors for shut offs and repair oversight at the
Two Rivers Road Project and Swinging Bridge water line project. We had a separate isolated main break
on a water main over in the Streamside area on Two Rivers Road last Friday that was repaired that
evening before the long weekend. Asphalt is scheduled for later next week to repave the parking lot
that was disturbed from that repair. Last night another main tie-in was completed in on Swinging Bridge
and the crew stayed late to oversee and coordinate the water shut-off for that.
Parks has been aerating Midland Park and working on planting more native seed back behind the RMI
building. They are also trimming, cleaning, and planting new trees in the North Basalt Park and Ride
parking lot. Under the current agreement it is the Town’s responsibility to maintain the softscapes on
both Basalt Park and Ride lots and RFTA is responsible for the hardscaped areas. Chris, our arborist,
taught a free tree pruning class this week for the Roaring Fork Outdoor Volunteer Club.
The streets department has been cleaning up rock and debris from the sides of the roadways, mainly on
Two Rivers Road and Frying Pan Road. They are continuing to change out old signs that no longer meet
MUTCD reflectivity requirements.
Staff has been gearing up and notifying businesses for the paving of portions of Willits Lane and East
Valley Road from the Willits Roundabout down to Lewis Lane. That work is scheduled to take place
September 20th through September 24th. We are waiting on the final confirmation on timing for each
specific roadway for the milling and paving schedule from the contractor but should have that in the
next couple of days. They are still finishing up in Vail after that project was postponed due to the
canyon closing earlier this summer. The striping contractor is scheduled to start this weekend and finish
up East Basalt and then start making their way over to West Basalt. The long line striper will be back
toward the end of September after we finish paving to touch everything up on those roads.
Planning
Basalt Center Circle Application – The Town Council will resume its review of the Basalt Center Circle
Application at its September 14th meeting.
Sopris Meadows Parcel 5 – The P&Z made a recommendation to approve the Parcel 5, Sopris Meadows
Sketch Plan Application on August 3rd. The Town Council will begin its Council review on September 14th.
Basalt River Park Development – Construction is well underway and new permits are under review.
There is a page on the Town’s website that provides some further detail on each of the construction
projects that are underway, along with their general schedule:
https://www.basalt.net/629/Current-Construction-Projects
Basalt River Park Improvements – Walters Inc. has continued work on the Phase I work for Basalt River
Park. The contractor has completed most of the utility work and began forming for concrete and pouring
concrete this week.

Swinging Bridge Waterline – The contractor has begun installation of the watermain down Swinging
Bridge Lane. We appreciate all the neighbors understanding during a waterline tie in this week, that
required a water shut off for a few hours on Thursday. The contractor expects to start on service
connections to the new waterline next week.
Two Rivers Road Improvements – Work continued this week on the Two Rivers Road improvements. The
contractor is continuing to work on utility installation, primarily on the south side of Two Rivers Road. The
focus of the work will be on installing the new stormwater system next week.
Mid-Valley Center Lot 4 – The Town Council approved a contract with Walters Company for the proposed
work in Phase I. Work on the access improvements to the site began this week.
Development Review/Applications – Staff also spent time on responding to administrative reviews,
complaints and working on land use applications.
BPAC – The recording of the “virtual studio tours” with Basalt-area artists began this week and will be
released as the contracted filmmakers finish their editing.
East Entrance Sign – The foundation and steel framing is complete and is waiting for the gabion baskets
to be filled with river rock.

Special Events – Staff continues to receive special event requests. The Aspen Valley Marathon is
proposing to have its marathon, half marathon, and 5K races this year on October 16, finishing in Basalt.
The Basalt Regional Library is continuing its outdoor programing and has a screening of Pete McBride’s
film “Into the Canyon” on the lawn of the library of Pete McBride’s work on Friday October 1st.
Other news in the Basalt Planning Department – As noted in the prior weekly report, Watkins Fulk-Gray
has taken a job in Glenwood Springs where he lives. We had his going away lunch today and will be
working on filling the position.

