DATE: December 11, 2020
TO: Mayor and Council
FROM: Ryan Mahoney, Town Manager
RE: Weekly Update
CC: Department Heads
We have learned more this week about the strategy for distribution of vaccines in the state. We will get
our first vaccines in the coming days. https://covid19.colorado.gov/vaccine
Pitkin and Eagle Counties remain in Level Orange but rules differ slightly for each. One example is that
Pitkin County will now require a traveler affidavit from each person traveling to Pitkin County who plans
to spend the night. This will go into effect on December 14th. Please refer to the counties COVID-19
web pages for up-to-date information on restriction related to Level Orange.
https://covid19.pitkincounty.com/
https://sites.google.com/eaglecounty.us/covid/landing
The retaining wall along Two River’s Road that was hit last summer by a truck was repaired this week.
Thank you to CPW for completing this project.

Police
The police department completed our annual Colorado Department of Public Safety, Division of Criminal
Justice, non-secure law enforcement facility certification. This certification is required to be in compliance
with the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act.
President Trump recently issued an Executive Order title “Safe Policing for Safe Communities”. This Order
requires law enforcement agencies implement certain use of force policies and procedures to be eligible
for future federal grants. Our policies and procedures are in compliance with the Order. We have
submitted our credentialing paperwork for approval.
Lieutenant Aaron Munch and Corporal Thomas Wright attended train the trainer “Mental Health for First
Responders”. This curriculum is provided by Responder Strong. They will be instructing our officers on
this training material in the near future.
Cortnay Young and Evan Wagstrom were sworn in as our newest police officers. Cortnay graduated the
Colorado Mountain College law enforcement academy earlier this week. Evan comes to us from the
Glenwood Springs Police Department where he has been an officer for the past five years.

Public Works
Public Works was up early doing snow removal on Friday, making sure all the school bus routes and
sidewalks were plowed, sanded, and shoveled. We have finished all the holiday lighting and garland and
only have a few of the new banners left to hang. The Menorahs were installed at both Lions Park and
Triangle Park and lit up to mark the starting of Hanukkah at sunset on Thursday night. Santa is in Willits
this evening and we have been assisting the Planning Department with that as needed.
We did some touch up cleaning and repairs to get a Block 7 employee housing unit ready for our newest
employee, Chris Beiser who moved in on Wednesday from Chicago, IL. His first day of work as the new
Town Arborist/Horticulturist is scheduled to be Monday 12/14.
The Water Department has been working with technicians from Pall, a filter plant company, all week.
We have learned useful information for future needs and ways to protect our plant from ash and debris
stemming from the Lake Christine Fire. Below is a message from Robi Darci summarizing the findings
from the technicians who, along with Paul Nielson, assisted them during their visit.
“We had a Pall representative here to inspect the Filter Plant Skid and deal with some programming
issues related to the annual chemical “Clean in Place”(CIP). We conducted a CIP. The programming and
CIP were successful. Our water quality has changed since the fire and it has created some challenges.
We have discussed upgrading the strainer system for the raw water. The filter modules are original
equipment from 2002. The life of the modules is estimated at 10 years. We attribute the long life of the
modules to our pristine Spring water. We anticipate the need to replace the modules in the next few
years.”

Planning
Green Team – Staff is continuing to work with CORE on its draft SolSmart designation application.
SolSmart supports different levels of designation. The overarching goal of SolSmart is to recognize cities,
counties and regional organizations for making it faster, easier and more affordable to install solar. CORE’s
interest in the program lies not only in increasing renewable energies in the Valley, but also in creating a
map of potential landing sites for solar energy within its partner communities.
Basalt River Park – Basalt River Park LLC replaced the black fence on the portion they own with a more
appealing one. The Applicant team and staff are now holding a regular weekly meeting to make progress
on the work needed to obtain a building permit.
Development Review/Applications – The Lot J, Basalt Commercial Park Development Application for 12
residential units is scheduled for review by the P&Z on December 15th. Stott’s Mill is working with its bank
to provide the required security. Work continues with the review of temporary structures for restaurants
to provide protective cover for pick-up or restaurant seating. Staff spent considerable time working on
items associated with our other construction projects throughout Town.
POST – The POST Committee discussed the Arbaney Park pool project on Wednesday. They are getting
closer to making a decision on the specific fencing material of the project and will do so within the month.
POST also talked about renaming Parcel 10, a small Town-owned parcel of land in Willits with river access.
RFOV is working toward creating new signage for Ponderosa Park, for which POST and Staff gave input on
Wednesday.
Arbaney Pool PV– The PV Panels on the Arbaney Pool building have been installed. Based upon the
current 1,200 sq.ft. of current PV panels that is accounting for 74% of the estimated all-electric energy
modeling usage (not counting when the gas boiler is used).

Special Events – Basalt’s Hometown Holidays continues! The parade with Santa and Mrs. Claus is
scheduled for West Basalt on Friday, December 11th starting at 4pm. The route will travel through Willits
and then go through El Jebel on the way back to the El Jebel Fire Station. The Fire Department will have
its “Santa in the Hood” event on December 18th and 19th. The ZOOM call with Santa and Mrs. Claus will be
held on Saturday. There will be free donuts from the Town Council on Market Street in Willits Town
Center near Regus on Saturday from 1 pm – 3 pm. A holiday video has been posted on the Hometown
Holidays website featuring Mrs. Claus, Mayor Kane, musicians, and much more! And finally, there are still
a couple of days to pick up a free ornament making kit for the kids at Triangle Park and Art Base and drop
off a letter to Santa. The Hometown Holidays site can be found at http://basalt.net/613/HometownHoliday.
Finance
Financial assistance from the state for our local restaurants - Good news for restaurants, bars, and
mobile food vendors! On November 25, Governor Polis announced that these businesses may be
eligible for state sales tax relief through House Bill 20B-1004. This House Bill permits a limited special
deduction from state taxable sales and allows retailers to retain and spend the resulting state sales
tax. For the tax periods November 2020 through February 2021, qualifying businesses (including most
restaurants, bars, and mobile food vendors) may be able to keep the state 2.9% sales tax collected, for
up to $70,000 in sales, if certain conditions are met. This exemption does NOT include local sales tax,
and the local sales tax is required to be remitted in full. For additional information, please email the
Colorado Department of Revenue at DOR_TaxpayerService@state.co.us, or email me at
christy.chicoine@basalt.net. We will work with the Basalt Chamber and our local business license list to
get the word out to Basalt’s local businesses.
2021 Budget - This week marks the successful end of the budgeting process, but it doesn’t stop here for
Finance. We’ve sent the approved mill levies to the Counties this week and will continue to finalize the
budget document once the budget resolution and ordinance are signed and are ready to include in the
final budget. This year, we are going to improve on the final budget format through creating a more
interactive and clearer PDF version through importing each page into Adobe Acrobat from Excel.
Finance Advisory Board - The Finance Advisory Board met on Wednesday to discuss the final budget
presentations with Town Council on Tuesday of this week. Additionally, we updated FAB regarding the
EOP financing, and will continue to keep them in the loop throughout the COP process.
Employee Handbook - After the approval of the new version of the Handbook at Tuesday’s Council
meeting, we are compiling pictures and graphics to incorporate into the Handbook. With the assistance
of a graphics designer, we are aiming to format the Handbook similarly to the Strategic Work Plan.
Certificates of Participation - We are currently waiting for the title review for the Arbaney Pool and Park
parcel to be returned. Pending a successful title review, Bruce Kimmel from Ehler’s will send out the RFP
to banks later next week. We will have the winning bidder information available at the January 12
Council meeting for recommendation.

