DATE: July 2, 2018
TO: Mayor and Council
FROM: Ryan Mahoney, Town Manager
RE: Weekly Update
CC: Department Heads
Good morning, it feels good to be catching up with a number of items that were put on hold during the
Lake Christine Fire. One of which is my weekly update. There is still plenty to do as it relates to the fire
and staff will continue to monitor and update the Council as needed.
Monday, July 16th, staff will attend a meeting with representatives from Eagle County, Colorado Parks
and Wildlife, and other state agencies to talk about flooding risk. Eagle County has mapped certain
areas that may be prone to flooding. We will discuss strategies for mitigating the risk which includes
damage to property but also water quality in our rivers. I will follow up with more information on this
topic after that meeting.
I need to finalize plans with you all regarding the Council retreat. Given the disruption in our lives due to
the fire, I still need to hear from everyone on the idea of having two “sub-committees” of Council that
would each tackle a separate issue. The first would be laying out expectations for the citizen
committees and the second would discuss the strategic framework. I have heard from a few of you that
were okay with the idea of this approach. I am also happy to go back to the drawing board and can
shoot out new dates.
Public Works
East Valley Road Traffic Calming Project- United Companies has completed the milling on East Valley Rd
from Evans Drive to Lewis Ln. They are now focusing on removing the curb and gutter from the north
side of the road working their way up valley. Once complete they will switch to the other side of the
road and continue with the same plan.
The Streets Department cleaned out the culverts and drainages on Two Rivers Road while the road was
closed to help anticipate any mud or debris that may come down the hillside during a storm event. They
also inspected the street lights throughout town and changed any burnt out bulbs. Today they will
begin building a temporary trail from the Bus stop at two Rivers Road down to RMI.
The Water Department has been working with the manufacturer of our water plant to modify the
filtration processes which will prevent any issues due to added contaminants from the fire. Well #9
(near Town Hall) also had repairs made to it and is up and running.
The Pool is open again and we have been there each morning cleaning out any ash and debris that has
been collecting in the strainers. We have also treated for mosquitoes with larvicide granules this week
in both downtown Basalt and Willits.

Parks and Gardens have been fixing and chasing irrigation leaks all week. The big project has been
excavating and installing the new irrigation line over to the roundabout at Basalt Avenue where we
temporarily had to pull water off of a hydrant.
Planning
•

River Park Development LLC – Sketch Plan for CDC parcel - P&Z is scheduled to review the
Basalt River Park Development Application next Tuesday, July 17th. The Council could potentially
start its review on Tuesday, August 14th.

•

POST – met on July 11th and spent the meeting reviewing and making comments on the Basalt
River Park Development. POST recommendations are being included in the draft conditions
being presented for the P&Z’s review.

•

BACH – BACH members met on July 12th and made recommendations on the affordable housing
component of the Basalt River Park Development. Their recommendations are being included in
the draft conditions being presented for the P&Z’s review. They also met with the Romero
group, who continues to manage the Willits Affordable Housing units with the sale of that
portion of Block 7 to a separate entity. BACH agreed to test an additional administrative fee for
those who transfer or assign lease provisions to discourage using the units as a short gap for
housing and to cover administrative costs.

•

Green Team - The Green Team met on July 9th. The Green Team approved giving $10,000 to the
Habitat Humanity for converting to electricity with the concept that they would also give
$10,000 per year for 2019 and 2020 assuming the Town Council continues budgeting for Green
Team activities. The Green Team continued their discussion about the next big Green Team
project.

•

CORE – Ryan Mahoney and Planning Staff met with CORE to discuss what CORE could be doing
to enhance the Town’s implementation of its Climate Action Plan. We talked about CORE grant
programs, updating the Town’s 2014 Green House Gas inventory, and the Regional Climate
Initiative including Aspen, Snowmass Village, Pitkin County and Basalt along with other action
items.

•

Lake Christine Fire – Planning continues to provide support where needed. Planning had
discussions with FEMA, Eagle and Pitkin Counties and the Basalt Fire District related to fall out
from the Fire. The Counties helped us draft notices to distribution to racers participating in the
Aspen Valley Marathon, Half-Marathon, and 5 K that is being run this Saturday.

•

Old Pond Park Improvements – Here are pictures showing progress being made on Old Pond
Park.
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