DATE: March 16, 2018
TO: Mayor and Council
FROM: Ryan Mahoney, Town Manager
RE: Weekly Update
CC: Department Heads
I am just back from Denver where the Mayor and I attended a legislative update hosted by the Colorado
Association of Ski Towns. We heard from the Director of the Colorado Department of Transportation,
CML’s lobbyist, Kevin Bommer and the Mayor of Denver, to name a few. One interesting update we
heard was about the Olympic exploratory committee. The Governor and the Mayor of Denver have
their staffs’ involved but have not reached any conclusions. We only heard one of the resort
communities (Steamboat Springs) express interest in hosting events, but that is not to say others are not
actively looking at the possibility.
We received communication back from Verizon giving us an update on their process. They are hoping to
have their approvals from the federal government in the next 30 days. They have indicated that the
actual construction timeframe is 90 days. It appears that they are moving forward as quickly as possible
at this time but there will still be more time needed before construction can begin. The applicant has
submitted all of the items that the Planning Department required for building permit and is currently
working with the Building Department on the remaining items needed for building permit issuance.
Town staff attended a meeting of the Sopris Meadows HOA to discuss improvements to East Valley
Road. We let them know that plans have been released for bid. Staff expects that Council will approve
the contract for the construction on April 24th. The residents expressed dissatisfaction with some
components of the plan but we shared with them that this plan is a result of feedback from the
residents but also from others such as Basalt Fire and from the design engineer.
I received my ballot in the mail so it appears we are officially in election mode. Staff is going to monitor
the usage of the ballot box at Town Hall and if folks seem to have any issues with parking, we may
reserve a spot for ballot drop-off. Voters can also mail in their ballots so it is difficult to tell yet what the
demand will be. We think that closer to Election Day traffic at the ballot box will be heavier so that may
be the time to reserve the spot.
Planning
• RFTA – Public Meeting Scheduled for Basalt Area – Thursday, April 26th from 5:00 to 6:30 pm at
the Basalt Regional Library – Mayor and Council are requested to attend.
Note that RFTA is very anxious for Council to come to this meeting. Susan will send out a
separate email to determine attendance.
•

Mid-Valley Area Community Plan – At the March 15th Worksession Bill Maron drew attention to
the P&Z’s March 14th letter and Bernie Grauer emphasized concerns of the Town Council. POST
approved comments at their March 14th meeting.

The RFVRPC meets on April 5th to discuss the Emma and Frying Pan areas. The final RFVRPC
meeting on the Plan was scheduled for April 19th. The RFVRPC is going to ask the County
Commissioners to consider extending the moratorium a month so that they have an additional
meeting to consider amendments.
•

E-bikes – The opinion survey is out for distribution. .A “meet-up” and demonstration of E-bikes
will take place at Basalt High School on Thursday, April 12th.

•

Sustainable Building Regulations Amendments - Staff scheduled two informational “lunch and
learn” sessions and has invited contractors, architects, and other building professionals to
attend. One session was held on Thursday, March 15th and the second will be on Monday
evening from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm. See the Building Department’s page on the Town’s website
for more information.

•

POST – The POST Committee finalized their comments on the Mid-valley Area Community Plan.
See attached. POST also would like to have a Worksession with the Council in May to review
their ideas for the Giving Garden and talk about Arbaney Park improvements.

•

Child Development – A subcommittee of Eagle County and Town representatives, Kids First and
Aspen Community Foundation met on Wednesday to further the discussion on consistent
funding for child development issues. Eagle County has a consultant, Bill Gray, who has been
hired to do some public process around Eagle County’s concerns on affordable housing, transit,
trails and child development issues. They will be talking to stakeholders in this area. Basalt will
be talking more with Pitkin County who was not able to be at the meeting. On Thursday the
Basalt Childcare Coalition had their quarterly meeting. They would like to meet with the Council
in May to talk about their 2018 projects and use of Basalt funds and Eagle County funds, and
next steps.

•

Qualifying AH Tenants- The Planning Staff has been reviewing tenant applications for
compliance with the Town’s AH requirements for the initial lease up of the Roaring Fork
Apartments. So far, tenants have been qualified for seventeen of the fifty-six units.

Additionally, the Planning Staff is also reviewing requalification applications for the Willits Block
7 North Affordable Housing Units. The tenants are required to requalify annually.
Police
• After two separate hiring processes, Matt Lilly has been offered a Police Officer position with
the Town. Matt brings several years of financial investigation experience. He was also a police
officer in Glenwood Springs for 1 1/2 years. With Matt's hiring, we will be back at full staff.
•

Our new radar trailer has been delivered and deployed on East Valley Road. This trailer is
capable of displaying speeds, provide speed data for analysis and serve as a variable message
sign when needed.

•

We are in the final stages of reviewing Aspen Valley Station's medical and retail marijuana
applications. Chief Knott is communicating with the State of Colorado Marijuana Enforcement
Division to coordinate our investigations.

•

Chief Greg Knott attended a training and panel discussion regarding the current Opioid Crisis in
America. In order to better serve our community, Greg has begun researching the possibility of
installing a permanent medication take-back drop box at the Police Department. More updates
to come on his progress.

•

Lock down practice drills were conducted at the Middle and Elementary Schools this
week.

Public Works

•

Public Works has just completed a remodel of one of the Town’s rental units. The unit
needed to be sealed and caulked, repainted, floors touched up and light fixtures
repaired. New shades were installed and a few of the appliances had to be replaced.

•

The bid package notice for East Valley Road traffic calming was completed and put in
the paper this week. We have already had contractors requesting the more extensive
packages to bid on the project.

•

A pre-construction meeting was held this week about the Two Rivers Road
improvements related to the Roaring Fork Conservancy project. The contractor for the
improvements will start April 15th and hopes to finish by June. The project involves
moving the road over to complete the trail to the bridge across from Homestead Drive
and putting in additional traffic calming similar to the ones in front of RMI.

•

Construction is underway on the Roaring Fork Club’s new water supply project on East
Two Rivers Road. The Club is paying to extend the Town’s water main out to the Club’s
campus to serve the new units and infrastructure it is adding. The goal is to make a big
push to get the water main in during spring break and be out of the road before the
students return to lessen the impact on the traveling public.

•

Public Works will be sending out the bid request on the Town’s million gallon tank
reconditioning project soon. We have been completing the bid package and working
with the State to make sure all their requirements are being included in the bid. The

project includes checking the structural integrity of the tank, upgrading the access
hatch, removing the coating inside and out, recoating inside and out and having every
step tested and inspected.
Attachments – POST Committee Letter to MCAPC

