DATE: February 16, 2018
TO: Mayor and Council
FROM: Ryan Mahoney, Town Manager
RE: Weekly Update
CC: Department Heads
Good morning and happy Friday! It’s nice to see the sun shining again and equally as nice to see lots of
new snow on the ground. The Aspen Times reported Thursday morning that Snowmass had received
45” already this month with another 8” falling throughout the day on Thursday. That brings the
snowpack in the headwaters of the Roaring Fork up to 72% of normal. Cause for celebration? I won’t
breathe a sigh a relief just yet but at least we are inching our way in the right direction.
Chief Knott and I recently met with the Basalt Fire Chief, Scott Thompson to discuss wildfire potential in
the town. I am going to invite him to a worksession in March so we can start a dialogue and learn a bit
more about what we can do to be proactive with regard to protecting our properties. Basalt Fire will do
free assessments on properties for residents who want to do wildfire mitigation. The program would be
voluntary and we could work with Basalt Fire to get a wood chipper to help with debris that is cleared
from the properties.
Pitkin County has requested they be allowed to continue operations on Sundays for the duration of the
Whitewater Park project which is approximately four weeks. They are under a tight timeline as required
by the permit through the Army Corps of Engineers. This is an administrative approval but I wanted to
make you all aware of the changes.
I heard back from the folks at the Sopris Meadows HOA and they are interested in the tiny library. I will
be working with them to find a suitable location and to organize a painting party to make it a one-of-a kind.
Police
• Chief Greg Knott is attending the Colorado Association of Chiefs of Police mid-year conference in
Greeley. Chief Knott is the Northwest Region Board Member for the Chiefs Association.
•

Last October a bank ATM in Town was illegally accessed and several thousand dollars was
stolen. During the police departments’ investigation, they learned that ATM machines in
Breckenridge, Denver, Parker, St. George Utah and Twin Falls Idaho were also targeted. Overall,
$328,200 was stolen from the ATM machines. Through evidence obtained by our Officers
during their investigation, two individuals were identified and arrested in Wyoming. Since these
criminal acts took place in several states the suspects are being prosecuted in federal court.

Planning
• Green Team – A working group has been meeting to review capital expenditures for the Green
Team funds. The working group made their recommendations to the Green Team at its meeting
on Monday. The Green Team recommended moving forward with an initial set of projects that
includes work the ArtBase/Planning Department space and small improvements at the pool
along with other small projects. Staff submitted a grant to the State for a Level 3 car charger to
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be added to the two located by the well house at Town Hall. A level 3 is a faster charging system
than the two that we have today.
Basalt Public Arts Commission (BPAC) – The Commission submitted their annual report as
required by their authorizing ordinance. They did a nice job of informing on the economic
impact of art. See attached. We will include it as an information item in the next Council agenda
packet and make sure it is on the webpage.
Child Development – Sara Nadolny met with the Basalt Child Care Coalition Financial Committee
to identify the recipients of the first quarter of tuition assistance. Staff participated in the full
Committee meeting on Thursday to finalize the budget for the use of the County and Town
funds and to further other 2018 projects.
Parks, Open Space and Trail Committee (POST) – The Committee met on Wednesday with
Lindsey Utter of Pitkin County Open Space and Trails to discuss completion of the Southside
Drive/Rio Grande Trailhead improvements, signage, and other Pitkin County projects around
Basalt. The Committee also talked about the Mid-Valley Area Community Plan’s policies for trails
and open space.
Basalt Affordable Housing Commission (BACH) – The Commission would like to have a workshop
with the Town Council, and this is currently being scheduled for the Council’s February 27th
meeting.
Mid-Valley Area Community Plan – Staff attended the meeting on February 15th on the Missouri
Heights Area. Meetings that remain to be held are scheduled for March 1, March 15, April 5 and
April 19.The next meeting on March 1st will be a roundtable between the Roaring Fork Valley
Regional Planning Commission and the Basalt P&Z. That meeting and the remaining meetings
will be advertised for 5:30 to 7:30 pm. The Highway 82 Corridor Area will be discussed on March
15th.
Sustainability Code Amendments – The subcommittee continues its weekly meetings. The
subcommittee determined they need more time to work on the amendments and to schedule a
worksession for builders before presenting the amendments to the Council for 1st Reading.
Other – The Willits Town Center PUD Amendments were approved by the Council on Tuesday.
Work now begins on the Willits approval documents. Work continues on refinements to other
approvals and construction documents for approved developments, especially the Roaring Fork
Club, Basalt Vista, Basalt Mini-storage, and Stott’s Mill. Staff is approving Sunday Construction
for Pitkin County’s instream work on the Whitewater Park. The County has a March 15th
deadline to work within.

Public Works
• Snow removal has been the main focus this week. We have three staff out so it was all hands on
deck to keep the streets and sidewalks in order.
• Public Works continues to be busy with the procurement of our capital projects.

Annual Report
February 15, 2018

BPAC Purpose
● The Basalt Public Arts Commission (BPAC) was created in 2015 by the Town of Basalt with the
objective of recognizing the importance and taking responsibility for public art in public places.
The Basalt Town Council acknowledged that public art enhances the quality of life for Basalt’s
citizens, attracts tourists, and provides incentives for businesses to locate in the Town, expanding
Basalt’s economic base.
● BPAC consists of six local volunteers who are active in and passionate about the arts. The
commission functions under the Town Planning Department and acts in an advisory capacity to the
Town Council.
● BPAC acts at the direction of the Basalt Town Council. As an advisory group, BPAC does not have
explicit decision‑making authority or primary responsibility.

BPAC Mission and Vision
● Vision: A public arts program—including both the visual and performing arts—that strengthens,
uniﬁes, and celebrates community identity, sense of place, and economic vitality.
● Mission: BPAC works with Town Council, committees, boards, and local organizations to implement
a public arts program for the beneﬁt of the Basalt community.
o Advise town government regarding: location of public art; suitable art projects for town
buildings or property; public art contracts, which would deﬁne respective responsibilities,
timeline, budget, liability, restoration, and maintenance; additional matters enumerated in
founding ordinance.
o Determine the purposes of speciﬁc installations and performances.
o Manage jury processes and artist selection.
o Ensure professional and timely execution of installations and performances.
o To address safety and other precautions with respect to the selection, location and
maintenance of public art.
o Seek ﬁnancial support for the arts.
o Expand community awareness and appreciation of the value of public art.
BPAC’s role does not include being liable for, or physically involved in installations or performances.

BPAC Commissioners
●
●
●
●
●
●

Jeﬀrey Orsulak, Chair, Architect, Board member of The Arts Campus at Willits, Basalt resident
Hannah Condon, Co‑chair, Basalt native, the Art Base Communications Outreach Coordinator
Missy Morgan Hagen, Artist, Basalt Chamber Director of Events & Community Relations
Guinevere Jones, Basalt Middle School art teacher
Nancy Lovendahl, Public artist and sculptor
Julia Novy, Partner, Green Line Architects

BPAC Administrative Support
● Susan Philp, Town Planning Director, liaison.
● Watkins Fulk‑Gray, Staﬀ Planner.

BPAC 2017 Meetings
● Regularly scheduled meetings are the ﬁrst Thursday of every month, 6‑8 pm and additional
meetings as required.
● Additional meetings to review sculpture sites and artists: Sept 19th, Sept 22nd and Sept 24th.

BPAC commissioners celebrated the grand opening of Mōtiō 2.0 and promoted the economic and cultural importance of support for public art at the ﬁrst annual
Public Arts Day on June 10, 2017.

2017 Accomplishments
● Installed and Celebrated Basalt’s First Public Art Sculptures Program 2017‑2019. This is phase 1 of a
3 part temporary public art series that expresses our theme of “discover that which connects us
all”.
o Oversight of site selection and installation of “Mōtiō 2.0” by artist Wynn Earl Buzzell, Jr.
from Demiurge in Denver ‑ a series of 5 sculptures located on the east entry of town, the
Basalt High School, River Park, along the Emma bike path and in the Willits Roundabout. This
oversight included:
Coordinating with CDOT, Pitkin County, Eagle County, Pitkin County OST, Basalt
POST, and the Town of Basalt
Administered, enforced, and oversaw artist contract.
Oversaw project installation and completion.

Four of ﬁve sections of Mōtiō 2.0, installed in locations throughout Basalt and Willits. Created by Denver‑based artist Wynn Earl Buzzell, Jr., Mōtiō 2.0 expresses
the theme discover what connects us all. BPAC’s ﬁrst temporary public art installation will be on view through May, 2019.

● Proposed and received approval from Council that June 10 be designated Public Arts Day.
o Developed & Celebrated Opening Events on Saturday, June 10 such as pre‑event PR &
posters, celebration day bike tours, commission member hosting of each site with
complimentary drinks, gave out 100 free coupon books to visit Basalt businesses for
discounts & special promotions & produced a public event in Lions Park featuring an address
by The Mayor and dances by The Aspen Dance Connection.
o EVENT SPONSORS: Public Arts Day kicked oﬀ development of Basalt’s arts economy
supported by sponsors‑ the Art Base, words, pictures, colours, Guayaki Yerba Mate, Woody
Creek Distillers, Kitchen Collage, The Gym, Faboo, WeCycle, The Arts Campus at Willits, ART
B2F, Basalt Chamber of Commerce, TAC Fitness & Wellness, Green Line Architects, Temenos,
Hacienda Jalisco, Willits Grill, Free Range, Tempranillo, Cafe Bernard, and Scott Keating
Jewelry.

Community members participated in a bike tour of Mōtiō 2.0 on Public Art Day on June 10, 2017.

● Greeted and Provided Education to the public about “Mōtiō 2.0” during ART B2F, Basalt’s 2nd
Fridays Artwalk. An estimated 300 people were given support materials from June 10 through
October 13, 2017. BPAC provided Motio 2.0 cards/maps for Basalt Chamber to distribute in the Town
Visitor Center caboose in Lions Park.

BPAC Financials
The Basalt community is fortunate to have a Town Council that created an advisory commission to
promote public art. The Basalt Town Council believes that, in addition to being entertaining and
interesting, arts and culture are an industry—a magnet the attracts people and helps boost the economy.
Investing in the arts to revitalize Basalt was one of the priorities the Town and our community identiﬁed in
the 2014 ‘Our Town” Planning Survey results. Studies have shown that investing in the arts generates
economic and cultural vitality. Arts and Economic Prosperity V, a national study conducted by Americans for
the Arts, found that in 2015, the nonproﬁt arts and culture industry drove $166.3 billion in economic activity
nationally—$63.8 billion by arts and cultural organizations and $102.5 billion in event‑related spending by
audiences. The study found that the average event attendee spends $31.47 per person, per event, beyond
the cost of admission. This economic activity supports 4.6 million jobs and generates $27.5 billion in
government revenue.1

Americans for the Arts | Arts and Economic Prosperity V

Americans for the Arts | Arts and Economic Prosperity V

National ﬁndings from Arts and Economic Prosperity V were compiled from data collected from 341
communities and regions across the country, representing all 50 states and the District of Columbia.The
diverse communities range in population from 1,500 to 4 million and from small rural to large urban. Below
are ﬁndings from participating Colorado locations as reported in the 2017 study:
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Americans for the Arts. (2017). Arts and Economic Prosperity V. Retrieved from https://americansforthearts.org/.

● Americans for the Arts Arts and Economic Prosperity V Colorado Regional Findings
o Arts and Culture event attendees spent (excluding the cost of admission,) an average of:2
$53.43 per person in the Town of Crested Butte for a total of $5.7 million
$32.95 per person in the City of Durango for a total of $9.5 million
$26.03 per person in the City of Grand Junction for a total of $6 million
$26.20 per person in the City of Boulder for a total of $34.3 million
$34.92 per person in the Pikes Peak Region for a total of $102.1 million
$29.93 per person in the Downtown Colorado Springs Creative District
for a total of $16.3 million
$24.60 per person in Basalt (projected)3
o Full‑Time Equivalent (FTE) jobs supported by arts and culture:
252 in Crested Butte
602 in Durango
512 in Grand Junction
1,832 in Boulder
5,070 in the Pikes Peak Region
1,239 in the Downtown Colorado Springs Creative District
o Revenue generated to local government as a result of the arts and culture:
$455,000 in Crested Butte
$975,000 in Durango
$936,000 in Grand Junction
$2,224,000 in Boulder
$10,849,000 in the Pikes Peak Region
$2,304,000 in the Downtown Colorado Springs Creative District

● BPAC Funding Sources
○ 1% for the Arts Ordinance.
○ Town Council budget allocations.
○ Public (BPAC) /private(non proﬁt) partnerships for grant seeking
■ NEA
■ Colorado State Creative Industries
● 2018 Budget
○ $60,000
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Americans for the Arts. (2017). Arts and Economic Prosperity V Regional Findings. Retrieved from https://americansforthearts.org/.
JVA Consulting. (May 2015). Report to the Town of Basalt, The Arts Campus at Willits.

BPAC 2018 Goals
COMMUNITY EDUCATION: We have begun developing education presentations about public art. We are
planning to collaborate with other community organizations in a B‑Talk with an art‑centered evening,
Community Conversations hosted by the Art Base and Basalt Regional Library, and kid’s municipal After
School Programs at the 5 sculpture sites during summer months will be pursued from May 2018 ‑ May 2019.
● DOCUMENTATION: We will produce a short video to use at public events to document and create a
public record of “Mōtiō 2.0”.
● ROLE EXPANSION: BPAC will assist the council in developing a grant program for Basalt arts
organizations and individuals to expand public art opportunities for Basalt citizens. BPAC will work
with Council and Town staﬀ on sustainable funding parameters.
● Identify upcoming capital projects that may be suitable for 1% for the Arts Ordinance.
● Begin to develop a 5 to 10 year Public Art Plan for the Town of Basalt.
● Assist Council with recommendations for arts projects, public and nonproﬁt; become a cultural
resource sounding board to Council.
● DEVELOPING PARTNERSHIPS: BPAC is communicating with other community organizations, like
the Art Base, Basalt schools, TACAW, the Basalt Chamber of Commerce, and the Basalt Regional
Library to expand program reach and eﬀectiveness, dovetailing mutual programming goals.
Possibilities such as supporting the Art Base’s future in‑school education projects with echoed
public art installations are being developed and pursued community wide.

BPAC participated in ART B2F throughout 2017 to promote Mōtiō 2.0 and the cultural and economic value of public art.

